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Project Update 
The network, funded by the Faculty of Arts, was 
launched on 22 June 2016 with a lunch in G11 at 3-5 
Woodland Road, with staff from Humanities, Arts, 
Law, and the School of Sociology, Politics and 
International Studies. We exchanged news about our 
research and our ideas for the network and how it 
could help us to develop plans for funding and 
research. Thank you to everyone who attended, and 
also to those who couldn’t be there for the launch but 
want to be part of the network. I’m also grateful to the 
Faculty of Arts for the funding to support the network. 

 

A Faculty of Arts Research Network at the University of Bristol 

http://www.bristol.ac.uk/arts/research/collaborations/clusters/borders-borderlands.html 

Text, practice, identity in multilingual and multicultural border environments 

Welcome to the first edition of the 
project newsletter which will 
appear twice a year, in the Summer 
and Winter. This is the place 
where updates, news, and 
information about the project will 
be circulated – if you would like to 
contribute an item, let me know. 
 

Helen Fulton 
helen.fulton@bristol.ac.uk 
 

Who Is Involved? 
The network is led by Helen 
Fulton, professor of medieval 
literature in the Department of 
English (School of Humanities), 
with support from Professor Ad 
Putter and Dr Leah Tether, both 
from the Department of English. 
We have more than 50 members 
on our mailing list, including 
staff from Bristol, from other 
universities, and from external 
institutions. We are an inter-
disciplinary group comprising 
textual critics, historians, 
geographers, academic lawyers, 
social scientists, and archivists, 
aiming to share our expertise on 
territorial and virtual borders 
from the early Middle Ages to 
the present day. 
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Emerging Strands 
The ‘medieval’ strand held two successful seminars 
on 12 May and 10 June 2016 at the University of 
Bristol, funded by the Institute of Advanced 
Studies (IAS) and the Worldwide Universities 
Network (WUN). Speakers included Mark Ormrod 
(University of York), Catherine Clarke (University 
of Southampton), Thomas Hahn (University of 
Rochester), and Jonathan Wooding (University of 
Sydney). Marianne O’Doherty from the University 
of Southampton also gave us a demonstration of 
the online resource, ‘Pelagios’, a tool for mapping 
and linking historical sites. 

More details of the workshops: 

http://www.bristol.ac.uk/ias/workshops/current-
workshops/bordersandborderlands/ 

More 
Information? 
If you would like 
more information 
about the network 
or have any 
questions or 
comments, please 
contact me at 
helen.fulton@brist
ol.ac.uk 

You are receiving this newsletter because you have expressed interest in the Borders and Borderlands Research 
Network. If you would prefer to be removed from the mailing list, please send a message to 
helen.fulton@bristol.ac.uk. ‘Castle’ image courtesy of xedos4 at FreeDigitalPhotos.net 

What Next 
In the current semester (autumn 2016) there will be an informal 
lunchtime meeting for members of the network to develop plans for 
further funding, events, and the emergence of new strands that will 
lead to grant applications and publications. A book series is 
envisaged and we will also work towards an annual conference to 
develop and expand the network. A project website is in 
development and once it is up and running network members will 
be able to post announcements. We also have a Yammer blog for 
University of Bristol members – look for the ‘Borders and 
Borderlands’ research cluster. The network is listed as a research 
group on PURE, the University of Bristol research portal – anyone 
who would like to join as part of their PURE profile is welcome. 


